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in tract form, by Pukhto Tolana Kabul against serial
No 82, under the title of Landakae Pukhto au
Pukhtunwala. This tract of 53 pages counts all the
virtues of human life in relation to Pukhto and
Pukhtunwala.

Muhammad Gul Khan Momand had not constrict-
ed his deep passions to lip-service or paper-service,
but had played practical and active role in keeping up
tempo of the movement for development and propa-
gation of his mother tongue. In fact, his literary con-
tributions have been eclipsed by his practical ser-
vices.

[Note: Most of the information for this article has
been taken from Da Muhammad Gul Khan Momand
and-o-zhwand ta yawa landa katena compiled by
Ismail Yun and published in 1994.] [courtesy :
Daily The Frontier Post, Peshawar]
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No doubt, Muhammad Gul Khan Momand was a
good writer and poet, but he could not make compat-
ible impression in the field of literature. He paid more
attention to purification of Pukhto. In his passionate
efforts, he had tried to design graphs for certain
phonemnies. As a revivalist, he preferred to write in
nasta'liq rather than naskh. His these efforts did not
bear the fruit because of low literacy rate and wide
communication gap. In fact, the popular script of the
Holy Quran in this region is naskh. The calligraphers,
mostly being ardent faithful, consider it an act of
goodness to imitate the script of the Holy Book. Same
is the case with the common reader. This is one, and
probably the main, reason that the Pukhtun writer
and reader, both, are not inclined to accept any othér
script, although Pir Rokhan and Khushal Khan
Khattak had also used nasta'liq. . -

Muhammad Gul Khan Momand might have been
ignored as a litterateur, but his practical works for de-
velopment and propagation of Pukhto could not be
ignored. Abdul Rauf Benawa considered him "one of
the distinguished figures of the present generation
who have rendered temarkable services to Pukhto'.
His services to Pukhto will make a resplendent part
of the history of literature.

As mentioned earlier, Muhammad Gul Khan was
an ardent advocate of purification of the language.
That impulse moved him to compile a dictionary and
a grammar. His dictionary was published by the edu-
cation ministry under the title of Da Pukhto sind in
1316 AHS (1937/38 AD). This large-size book has 366
pages. The grammar, Da Pukhto lyara, was printed in
Lahore under the supervision of Abdul Azim Safi. It
has 495 pages plus a 14-page introductory note by
the author. Once, Abdul Rauf Benawa published a
complaint in Kabul magazine as regards the apathetic
trend prevailing among the Pukhtun elders and lead-
ers towards language and culture. In response,
Muhammad Gul Khan wrote a long letter to him.
That letter was published in 1327 AHS (1948/49 AD),
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his talents and energy to development and propaga-
tion of Pukhto. Under his guidance, weekly Tulu'-e-
Afghan, published in Pukhto and Dari, was changed
Into a Pukhto magazine in 1311 (1932 AD). Then its
chief editor was Abdul Haye Habibi. It thus became
the first Pukhto magazine which was published from
Qandahar. When Muhammad Gul Khan saw that is-
sue, he was so much delighted that he called Habibi
to Kabul and recommended him for rewards. On his
recommendation, he was granted 30 thousand
Afghanis in cash and one acre of land near Qandahar.
Under the direction of King Nadir Shah,
Muhammad Gul Khan Momand set up Da Pukhto ad-
abi anjuman (Pukhto literary society) at Qandahar on
Qaus 9, 1311 AHS (November 30, 1932 AD), which
started publication of a Pukhto magazine in the name
of Pukhto. Pukhto literary society Qandahar was later
merged into the Adabi anjuman (literary society)
Kabul and the Pukhto magazine into Kabul, published
by the latter society in Pukhto and Dari. When the
Adabi anjuman was transformed into Pukhto Tolana
(Pukhto academy), th;e said magazine was also made
mono-lingual (Pukhto).
For engcouragement of lziukhto writers and %Joetsd.
hammad Gul Khan used to arrange contests an
gf/\lllarded the best participants. In such a contest on
“the grammatical analylg']s (Ojf certain _wocrids (I, \ge and
» Qayamuddin Khadim received an Omega
\‘//vvgfgh' andyParker pen from him. Like many other
Pukhtun leaders, schocliars, 1nt§311elctuals émd Fhlloso;:
so stressed perpetual care, developmen
gggrgfogzgalltion of the national language to enable its
growth along the literary and scientific requirements.
With this idea, he struggled incessantly, with the help
of a few colleagues, for introduction of Pukhto in the
offices. It was the effect of those struggles that the
ernment of King Zahir Shah issued a firman (de-
o n 1936 to recognise Pukhto as an official lan-
and an article was inserted in the constitution
d for development and propagation of

cree) 1
age, i

gvl;lich provide

Pukhto.
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Muhammad Gul Khan was appointed civil and
military governor of Paktia in 1303 AHS (1924 AD),
chairman of the inspection team at Mazar Sharif in
1306 AHS (1927 AD) and then civil and military gov-
ernor of Ningrahar. When Amanullah Khan abdicated
the throne and Habibullah Khan alias Bacha Saqga
reigned Kabul with terror, Muhammad Gul Khan re-
ceded to home for some time. Then he joined the
mainstream of the revolt for liberation of Kabul from
the clutches of the band of Bacha Saga . This upris-
ing paved way for Nadir Khan to take over Kabul and
assume kingship as Nadir Shah.

Nadir Shah inducted Muhammad Gul Khan in his
first cabinet as interior minister, and civil and mili-
tary governor of Ningrahar. After that he held in suc-
cession the posts of civil and military governor of
Parwan and Kapisa, Kandahar and Farah in 1309 AHS
(1930 AD), Qataghan, Mazar-e-Sharif, Badakhshan
and Maimana in 1312 AHS (1933 AD). He was award-
ed the medal of "Lmar A'lee’ (Sun-I) for his meritori-
ous administration. In that era, Afghanistan was di-
vided into five administrative units, called northern,
southern, eastern, western and central parts. In 1319
AHS (1940 AD), Muhammad Gul Khan was appointed
as the minister of state. He also discharged the duty
of deputy chairman of the Loya Jarga convened in
1955.

Muhammad Gul Khan Momand died at the age of
80, on Asad 27, 1343 AHS (August 18, 1964 AD), at
Barikot, Kabul, and laid to rest in the graveyard of
Shuhadae Swaleheen. The funeral was attended by a
large number of people including high ranking offi-
cials, and Bacha Khan who had come from London at
the invitation of the Afghan government to live in
Kabul. Momand had left one daughter who is married
to Sher Ahmad of Lalpura. On of his nephews
Muhammad Patang took care of his literary works.

This soldier in the person of Muhammad Gul Khan
Momand was a good writer of Pukhto and Dari, and
knew Turkish and Russian also. But he dedicated all
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sovereignty under King Amanullah Khan. Then he
played equally important role in the uprising against
the tyrannical rule of Habibullah Khan alias Bacha
Sagao.

Beside his political struggle, Muhammad Gul
Khan Momand was working all the time for aware-
ness of the Pukhtuns. It was his idea that
Afghanistan is a Pukhtun state, and wished it regain
its past glory and becomes, once again, great
Paktiana'. He was a revivalist of the old glorious tra-
ditions and, at the same time, a modernist to inno-
vate the Pukhto script and enable it to go along the
advanced languages in all the fields of art and sci-
ence.

Muhammad Gul Khan opened his eyes on the 13th
of Ramazan, 1303 AHQ, in the house of Ghund
Mashar (Brigadier) Muhammad Khurshid (son of
Momin Khan son of Abdul Karim), Baezay Momand,
living then in the Andrabi street of Kabul city. He re-
ceived basic education at home in traditional way and
then joined the military school in 1327 AHQ where he
qualified the five-year courses of study and training
and was then inductgd in the Royal Guards as com-

battery. He was imparting instructions to
{‘ﬁ%"fﬁﬁg foaf\ the Roy;ral QGuards, \Erhile rgxolding the post
of the principal of the military school also. Then he
was appointed a deputy t0 commander-in-chief Saleh
Muhammad Khan and commander of the Royal
GuzIarrld182.98 AHS (1919 AD), Muhammad Gul Khan was
included in the delegation, headed by Muhammad
Wali Badakhshani, assigned to visit Europe and
America for introduction of the sovereignty of
Afghanistan (under King Amanullah Khan). Other
members of the delegation were Maulana Saifur
Rahman Alkozai, .Falzj. . Muhammad Zikria,
Muhammad Aslam Mir-shikar, Bashir Ahmad Khan,
Abdul Hamid Khan, Azizur Rahman Fathi,

mmad Adeeb Effendi, Abdul Ghani Tarjuman
?ﬁl‘:g&)reter) and Ghulam Jeelani.
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Muhammad Gul Khan

Momand :
a practical man

Dr Sher Zaman Taizi

I nfluence of one language on another language

affects the entire life of those people who speak the
latter. If the language of a minority sways influence
over the language of the majority, that minority
would get most of the benefits in every sphere of life;
ie politics, economy, education, social contact, moral-
ity, customs, traditions etc. And that minority would
live better than that majority which speak the
plagued language.

This view was expressed in an article on the “im-
portance of the language' by Muhammad Gul Khan
Momand. It was not that one article in which he had
underscored this problem, he had devoted, in fact, all
his talents and energy to this cause not only in writ-
ing but in practice as well.

Muhammad Gul Khan Momand was one of the
brilliant literary figures of this era. L.ike Pir Rokhan,
Khushal Khan Khattak and Ahmad Shah Abdali, he
was also a man of letters and sword. Like his contem-
porary Bacha Khan, he was all the time worried about
the awakening and awareness of the Pukhtun. His
austerity, honesty, generosity ‘and hospitality were
proverbial. In spite of having held authoritative and
lucrative posts for a long time, in a totalitarian state,
he had not built even a house for his own living.

Born in the home of a scldier, Muhammad Gul
Khan also lived a soldier - upright patriot and nation-
alist. He had taken memorable part in the war of in-
dependence against the colonial power of the Briiish
empire, which led Afghanistan to achievement of
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