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“Examining the Durankd Agreement within Law and Politics”.
(May 19, 2010).
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Amanullah “had been successful in the third Anglo-Afghan

War primarily because of the assistance he received from

Afghan tribes in the ‘independent tribal belt’ of the Frontier.”

(Ludwig Adamec, Afghanistan Foreign Relations, 1973,
quoted in Zirakyar, Examining the Durand Agreement, op.cit.)
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Whereas certain questions
have arisen regarding the
frontier of Afghanistan on
the side of India and
whereas both his Higness
the Ameer and the
government of Inida are
desirous of settling these
questions by friendly
understanding, and of fixing
the limit of their respective
sphere of influence, so that
for the future there may be
no difference of opinion on
the subject between the
allied governments, it is
hereby agreed as follows:

1. The eastern and southern
frontier of His Highness’s
domains from Wakhan to
the Persian border, shall
follow the line shown on the
map attached to the
agreement.

2. The Government of India
will at no time exercise
interference in the territories
lying beyond this line on the
side of Afghanistan, and His
Highness the Ameer will at
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no time exercise
interference in the territories
lying beyond this line on the
side of India.

3. The British Government
thus agrees to His Highness
the Ameer retaining Asmar
and the valley above it, as
far as Chanak. His Highness
agrees, on the other hand,
that he will at no time
exercise interference in
Swat, Bajaur or Chitral,
including the Areaway or
Bashgal valley. The British
Government also agrees to
leave to His Highness the
Birmal tract as shown in the
detailed map already given
to His Highness, who
relinguishes his claim to the
rest of the Wazir country
and Dawar. His Highness
also relinguishes his claim
to Chageh.

4. The frontier line will
hereafter be laid down in
detail and demarcated,
whenever this may be
practicable and desirable, by
joint British and Afghan
Commissioners, whose
object will be to arrive by
mutual understanding at a
boundary which shall adhere
with the greatest possible
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exactness to the line shown
in the map attached to this
agreement, having due
respect to the existing local
rights of villages adjoining
the frontier.

5. With reference to the
question of Chaman, The
Ameer withdraws his
objection ot the new British
cantonment and concedes to
the British Government the
rights purchased by him in
the Sirkai Tileraj water. At
this part of the frontier the
line will be drawn as
follows: From the crest of
the Khwaja Amran range
the Psha Kotal, which
remains in British territory,
the line will run in such a
direction as to leave Murgha
Chaman and the Shorobo
spring to Afghanistan, and
to pass half-way between
the new chaman Fort and
the Afghan outpost known
locally as Lashkar Dand.
The line will then pass
halfway between the railway
station and the hill known as
the Mian Buldak, and,
turning southwards, will
rejoin the Khwaja Amran
range, Ieavin% the Gwasha
post in British territory and
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the road to Shorawak to the
west and south of Gwasha in
Afghanistan. The British
Government will not
exercise any interference
within half a mile of the
road.

6. The above articles of
agreement are regarded by
the Government of India
and His Highness the Ameer
of Afghanistan as a full and
satisfactory settlements of
all the principal differences
of opinion which have
arisen between them in
regard to the frontier, and
the Government of India
and His Highness the Ameer
undertake that any
difference of detail, such as
those which will have to be
considered hereafter by the
officers appointed to
demarcate the boundary
line, shall be settled in a
friendly spirit so as to
remove for the future as far
as possible all causes of
doubt and misunderstanding
between the two
Governments.

7. Being fully satisfied of
His Highness’s good will to
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the British government, and
wishing to see Afghanistan
strong, the Government of
India will raise no objection
to the purchase and import
by His Highness of
munitions of war, and they
will themselves grant him
some help in this respect.
Further, in order to mark
their sense of the friendly
spirit in which His Highness
the Ameer has entered into
these negotiations, the
Government of India
undertake to increase by the
sum of six lakhs of rupees a
Year the subsidy of twelve
akhs now granted to His
Highness.
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PAKISTAN- AFGHANISTAN DURAND LINE TREATY

“There are some circles who continue to spread
disinformation that the agreement was signed under stress
and has a validity of 100 years. Unfortunately, the
propaganda emanates from a country in the neighborhood of
Pakistan. This country also instigates anti-Pakistan elements
in the Afghan government to issue controversial statements
undermining Pak-Afghan relations. A host of Websides of this
country also disseminate anti-Pakistan propaganda. It is
therefore necessary to put the facts in the correct prespective.

About twenty-three mile south of Pillar XII, which is
erected on the Saricol range of Pamir, lies the beginning of the
“North West Frontier”. Pillar XII is located at latitude 37 20’5
North and longitude 74 24’50 East. It was erected by a joint
Anglo-Rusian Commission in September 1895, on the left
bank of a tributary of the Tegerman-Su river, one mile from
its mouth, and it is the last among pillars, which carry the
Russian-Afghan frontier from the eastern end of Lake Victoria
(Wood’s Lake) to the Cinese frontier.

The protocol embodying the final agreement was signed
on july 22, 1887 and is known as the Pamir Agreement. The
demarcated boundary according to the Pamir Agreement
remains unchanged to this day. This border was
internationally recognized as the border between Russia
(then Soviet Union) and Afghanistan. Today their boundary is
the internationally recognized border between the Central
Asian countries (former Soviet republics as successoir
independent states of Uzbekistan, Turkmanistan and
Kyrgyzistan) and Afghanistan.

The Afghan frontier turns west from Pillar XII and follows
the northern ridge of the Sarikol Range bordering the
Taghdumbash Pamir. It then curves Southward over the
Wakhjir Pass to join the Present Pakistan-Afghanistan
Frontier, which is often referred to as the Durand line. Wile
negotiating the Durand Line, Amir Abdul Rahman Khan of
Afghanistan has reveived a British mission in a formal Durbar
which was held in November 1893, in the Salam Khana Hall,
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where the civil and military officers of Kabul and chiefs of
various tribes were present. The Amir in his speech gave an
outline to the audience of all understanding which had been
agreed upon the provisions which had been signed, and urged
upon them the nevessity of adhering firmly to British alliance.
He pointed out that the interests of Afghanistan and England
were identical.

The Amir futher told the audience that it was for the first
time that Afghanistan had a definite frontier which would
prevent future misunderstandings and would render
Afghanistan strong and powerful after it had been
comsolidated with the aid in arms and ammunitions which
would be received form the British.

The demarcation of the Durand Line was carried out in
fulfillment of the Ango-Afghan agreement of November 12,
1893 between Amir Abul Rahman Khan of Afghanistan and
Sir Henry Mortimer Durand, Foreign Secretary to the
Government of India.

The demarcation of the Indo-Afghan frontier, as defined
in the above mentioned agreemenent, was divided into
sections and was carried out for the most part by the joint
Ango-Afghan Commission during the year 1894-1896. In
1947, the Indian Sub-continent emerged as two independent
dominions of India and Pakistan. West Pakistan by right of its
location inherited the former North-West Frontier of British
India and the Indo-Afghan boundary established via the
agreement of 1893.

The international borter between Pakistan and
Afghanistan is based on the map attached with the original
Agreement of 1893.

Clause 6 of the Agreement clearly states that the
agreement is regarded by both the parties as a full and
satisfactory settlement of all the principal differences of
opinion which have arisen between them. The agreement has
been reaffirmed by successive Afghan rulers.

1905 Treaty with Amir Habibullah Khan continuing the
Agreements which had existed between the British
Government and Amir Abul Rahman Khan. Para 2 states: “I
also have acted, am acting and will act upon the same
agreement and I will not contravene them in any dealing or in
any promise”.

1 i / (Ol Lay bl J.:b- S
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Treaty of Peace between the English Government and the
independent Afghan Government concluded at Rawalpindi on
8th August 1919, Article 5 states that: “the Afghan
Government accepts the Indo-Afghan frontier accepted by the
Late Amir”.

Friendly and Commercial Relations Treaty between Great
Britain and Afghanistan at Kabul on 22 November 1921,
Article 2 of the Treaty states that, “The two high contracting
parties accept the Indo-Afghan frontier as accepted by the
Afghan Government under Article V of the treaty concluded at
Rawalpindi on 8t August 1919.

Notes were exchanged between His Majesty’s
Government and Afghan Minister in London, 1930 (His
Highness General Shah Wali Khan to Mr. Arthur Henderson),
Afghan Legation, 6th May 1930. Both parties agreed that it
was their understanding that the treaty of Kabul of 22
November 1921 continued to have full force and effect.

On 13 June 1948, Shah Wali Khan, the Afghan Envoy to
Pajistan declared, “Our King has already stated, and I, as the
representative of Afghanistan, declare that Afghanistan has
not claims on frontier territory and even if there were any,
they have been given up in favour of Pakistan. Anything
contrary to this, which may have appeared in the Press in the
past of may appear in the future, should not be given
credence at all and should be considered just a canard”.

The Pak-Afghan Internation Border has sound technical
and legal background. According to international law, treaties
of the extinct state concerning boundary lines remain valid
and all rights and duties arising from such treaties of the
extinct state devolve on the absorbing state. Pakistan is the
successor state of British India. The following is worth
mentioning.

A country to country treaty does not need any revision
unless both parties desire change. International Agreement
once finally concluded can be revoked only bilaterally and not
unilaterally.

Unless otherwise provided in the concluded treaty about
its duration, the treaty becomes of a permanent nature. This
is applicable to the 1893 Treaty Agreement.

International Law does not lay down the maximum life
period of one hundred years for an internationally concluded
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border agreement between the two states, when fixed border
validity has not been mentioned in its text.

[t goes beyong doubt to say that the international border
between Pakistan and Afghanistan is a settled matter and is
globally accepted. It is supported by international Law and
the treaty of 1893 has been ratified several times by
successive Afghan governments”. (The end)
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“Reminiscenses of my four decades of diplomatic life at the
service of Afghanistan and the world at large, pp.68-69:
Afghanistan took a special position on only one issue
during 1948 which displeased Pakistan. At the time Pakistan
had submitted its application for membership at the United
Nations. Afghanistan did not vote for its admission because of
the rights of the Pashtun and Baloch people along the N.W.
Frontier areas of Pakistan. This was a historical claim by our
country against the British, for the rights of eight million
people in the North-West Frontier and Baluchistan. Our
Ambassador, Abdul Hussain Aziz, the leader of the delegation,
consulted Prince Naim, our Ambassador in London, as to
what stand should be adopted. They decided not to support
Pakistan’s claim for admission to the United Nations. The
Position taken by our delegation was correct from the
national pont of view, but from a religious and Islamic point
of view it was not received favorably within the Islamic

community. It is for this reason that we changed our vote,
however, Pakistan remained unhappy”.
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“The line was not described in the 1893 treaty as the
boundary of India, but as the eastern and southern frontiers
of the Amir’s dominions, and the limits of the respective
spheres of influence of the two governments, the object being
the extention of British authority, and not that of the Indian
frontier”. (Military report of Afghanistan (classified) general
staff, India, Government of India Press, 1925, p.69 quoted in
Louis Dupree “Afghanistan”, 1980 edition, p.767.
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“It is a matter of surprise that Your Excellency considers
the errors in the maps as a proof of the agreement being

inrocrrect”. (Ampthil collection, Habibullah to Curzon,
13/31/1904. Quoted in Zirakyar’s Ph.D thesis.)
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“It is true that the agreement did not describe the line
(Durand Line) as the boundary of India but as the frontier of
the Amir’s dominions and the line beyond which neither side
would exercise interference. This was because the British
Government did not intend to absorb the tribes into their
administrative system”.
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In his Ph.D thesis, L. Hassir, writes:

“In fact the only evidence of an agreement to divide the
tribes was the line drawn on the Conointin map, and the map

the Amir had not signed”. (harris, British Policy on the North
West Frontier of India 1889-1901, Ph.D, London 1960, p.239)
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“...the rough line drawn upon the map... is of the most

uphazard, careless, and unscientific description”. (Curzon
collection, India Office Library in London)
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“Your maps are all wrong. [ know, I have been there”.
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“This border had never been completely demarcated,

therefore, British government officials applied the term

“Presumptive Line”, indicating a certain measure of doubt”.
(National Archives of India, New Delhi, 392-F, 933, nos. 1-30)
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Abdul Rahman heard of the
chaotic situation in his
homeland. He went to the
Russian authorities to seek
permission to return home
In Afghanistan. The
Russians thought so highly
of the young man “their
Prince”, that they had at the
time of the political crisis
between Russian and Britain
over the Ottoman and
Romaniana deal, thought of
making him commander of
the expeditionary force
raised in Tashkent to march
against India. In actuality, as
noted in earlier chapters, the
Russians had gathered that
particular army to counter
British military
concentrations on the shores
of the Indus river near the
Afghan border. The Russian
aim turned out to have been
merely political rather than
military...

Now, at the end of 1870,
when Sardar Abdul Rahman
asked for permission to
return home, the situation
had changed again. The
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Russian had promised the
British that they would not
permit Shear Ali’s opponent
to act against him from
Russain territory; they no
longer felt bound to that
promise, however, because
the British themselves had
enede the Amir’s reign.

The government of the Czar
acted in self interest,
therefore, to counter the
imminent Britisn occupation
of all of Afghanistan. They
decided to try at least to
appoint rulers of their liking
in areas adjacent to the
Russian territories. A more
detailed description of
Sardar Abdul Rahman’s life
and activities in Samakand
and Tashkent, together with
his subsequent return to
Badakhshan, are given in
Saraj-ut-Tawarikh and the
Taj-ut-Tawarikh. With this
in mind, the Russian
government permitted
Abdul Rahman to go, to
northern Afghanistan and
take over the government
there. The Russians wanted
the British to realize that
the?/ would not allow British
influence to creep north of
the Hindu Kush.
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process “internal
imperialism”. If, however,
Abdul Rahman had been
born a hundred years earlier,
this charistmatic leader
would probably have
followed the pattern of
previous Central Asia
emperors, and expanded as
far as force and intrigue
could carry his empire. But
the Russians blocked him to
the north and northest, the
British to the south and
southest, and the British and
the Russians guaranteed
Persia protection from
Afghan invasion....(p.417)
Abdul Rahman Khan
funneled his many talents
into the reation of a nation
state: i.e. the process of
internal imperialism. (p.417)

Abdul Rahman’s troubles
began early, and lasted
throughout most of his
reign. Political fission was
the order of the day, ahd he
spent most of his time and
energy trying to peneterate
and paci %/zones of relative
inaccessibility. At first most
tribal leaders continued to
maintain independence from
Kabul’s rule, so the Amir
initiated his policy of
internal imperialism...

But Abdul Rahman had not
forgotten the lessons learned
from Campbell. He took to
the filed personally and
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defeated his cousin on Sept.
22 ... (p-A18)

Wholesale executions and
deportations usually
followed the suppression of
each rebellion or the
conquest of such
independent areas as the
Uzbak Khanates, the
Turkoman who supported
Mohammad Ishaq Khan, the
Hazarajat, and, to a lesser
extent Kafiristan. (p.418)

Abul Rahman himself
described his takes as one of
Eutting “in order all those

undreds of petty chiefs,
plunderers, robbers, and cut
throats... “This necessitated
breaking down the feudal,
and tribal system and
substituting one grand
community under one law
and one rule.

As he conquered the
country, Abdul Rahman
Khan instituted several
innovations in governin
Afghanistan. An interna
spy system, as old as
Achaemenid “eyes and ears
of the King”, helped keep
the modern satraps honest,
for justice under Abul
Rahman was swift and
harsh. (p.420)
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Line as a permanent
boundary. He insisted the
“boundary” delineated
zones of responsibility, and
did not draw an
international boundary. In
addition, Kakr (1968, 145)
presents convinving
evidence that the Amir did
not actually write the “I
renounce my claims”
sentence. Even Durand did
not anticipate annexation:
“Durand... did not propose
to move forward the
administrative border of
India, but merely pushed for
political control (Skyes,
1926, 219). (p.426)

Other British administrators,
however, contend the
Durand Line was never
meant to be an international
boundary: “The Durand
Agreement was an
agreement to define the
respective spheres of
influence of the British
Government and the Amir.

Many Englishmen later
serving in the frontier also
considered the Durand Line
as the boundary
(administrative border)
between the Tribal Agencies
and settled Districts of the
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North West Frontier
Province as simply
delineating zones of
influence and responsibility,
e.g., “...the tribes between
the administrative border
and the Durand Line were a
buffer to a buffer, and the
line had none of the rigidity
of other international
frontiers”. (Elliot, 1963, 53);
also see Poullada (1969a,
22)... (p.427)

The Durand Line, designed
to bring stability to the
frontier regions, failed. In
reality, it little resembled the
line aﬁreed to by Durand
and, the Amir (Hamilton,
1910, 413), and the Durand
Line proved, politically,
geographicaly, and
strateﬂlcally untenable.
British and Indian troops
fought many bloody
engagements with the
fiercely independent
mountaineers. Much of the
flfghtlng was the direct result
of British attempts to
dLemarcate the hated Durand
ine

(Churchill, 1916; Davies,
1932; Elliot, 1968;
Hutchinson, 1898; G.
Robertson, 1898; W.
Robertson, 1898; Swinson,
1967; Young husband,
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Contacts of the Narrative in Cabul from the Death of
gost Wahomed to the spring of 1872.
Mr. Wyllie’s Precis

253. The often-roused appehensions of the Moonshee lest
the Afghan Rulers should seek foreign assistance if none came
from the side of India, were increased by the appearance
about this time of a mysterious personage who is styled the
Syud Rumi. The following extracts form the diary relate to
this personage:

“A Syud of constantiople has, for some time past, been an
Cabul. He gives out that he is there for pleasure on his travels,
and he is constantly granted private interriews with the
Ameer, who allows him Rs. 200 per meneem subsistence of
guest money. It is not known who be really is; some suspect
him to be an agent of some Government”.

“Just at present the Constantiople Syud (referred to in a
former diary) reveives such distinguished consideration from
the Ameer that no one about the Court can be held to reveive
as much, and constantly remains in private attendance on the
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Ameer. Many people sugged as not unlikely, that he is a
Russian emissary”.

“A short time ago, a person, calling himself ‘Hajee-cool-
Hummain’ (sic) came to the Constantinople Syud (alluded to
in several former diaries), and has left again; now another
person bas come to him, known as ‘Syud Mudanee’. The visits
of such persons are significant (clearly means that the Syud is
at Cabul for some political object), and the Syud is often
admittet at 10 or 11 o’clock at night to secret audience with
the Ameer. A person of reliability informs me that this Syud
has brought a promise of a ‘crore’ of money in cash from the
Russian Government to cement their alliances with
assurances of further assistance”.

254. Regarding this personage other informants wrote on
the 31st March and 25t June last in the following tersm:

“The Hajee Syud Rumi, a secret agent of the Russian
Government of Toorkistan, is now the most influential and
leading member of the Ameer’s Privy Conncil. He is belived to
have travelled from Tiflis to Bokhara, through Sherwan and
Tabrez, in Pereia and Urgunj, and thence to Herat, through
the Turkoman Steppes. In 1866 he visited Candahar, where
he met Ameer Mahomed Azim Khan, presenting to him some
secret papers that he had brought for him. He has since been
with the Ameer, who always keeps him about his person.

“One of the Hajee’s followers is a man who goes by the
name of Abutrab, with short eyes, red complexion, and light
hair, apparently a native of Tiflis”.

Remarks by the Syud Rumi

Descriptive Boll of the Syud Rumi at Cabul, who is
suspected to he a Russian Agent in attendance at the Cabul
Durbar.

“Pale complexion, open forehead, azure eyes, has a goat-
beard, with some red hairs in it, moustache small, slender
make, head shaved, age about 35 years. Is dressed like a
No§hai, drinks tea constantly, and smokes in the Persian
style. Is well versed in geography and history, speaks Arabic
and Turkey fluently, talks Persain like an Irani (Persian).
Apparently, follows no particular religion. His style of living
resembles more that of an European that of a Mussulman”.

“He is attended by an Irani (Persian) by the name of
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Abutrab”.

“Syud Rumi’s feelings towards the Russians and the
English will be best understood from the following remarks
gratuitously made by him in course of conversation during
the two bours the writer was in his company”.

“Firstly, The Empreror of Russia has sent his uncle with
two lakhs Russian soldiers and one lakh Cossacks and
Kalmucks, to Toorkistan, with the ultimate object of
advancing on India by Herat, and comquering that country.
The English cannot cope with the Russians in open field”.

“Secondly, The English first gave out that it was in
conformance to their own wishes that the Russians had
advanced on and taken Toorkistan, and that there being a
Treaty of friendship between the Russian and the English
Governments, the former would never interfere with India.
Then they wanted to make out that the Russians were
hostilely inclined towards them. By such rumours they tried
to test the feelings of the Princes of India, with whom they
have left secret spies, in connection with the present advance
of Russia”.

“Thirdly, The Emperor of Russia is the master of 18 lakhs
of ‘Khanazzadugan’, who consider it their duty to sacrifice
their lives, if need be, in his cause”.

“Fourtly, The English Government never abide by their
Treaty; they are not known to have adhend to any of their
agreements for a period exceeding ten years. They secure
possession of countries by fraud. But the Russian Government
strictly keep their words. The English are thieves of unknown
extractios, who have lately sprung up and owe all that they
have gained to their intrigues. The Russian State has existed
since the time of Alexander the Great”.

“Fifthly, The Russians are generous and lenient, even to
their foes; for instance, the Russian Emperor had allowed 30
years grace of Sultan Mahomed, father of Abdool Majed Khan,
the Sutlan of Turkey, at a time when he (the Sultan) having,
from suspicious motives, destroyed 40,000 men of his army,
expressed his inability to resist a contemplated Russian
invasion upon his territory; and it was after the expiration of
this period (30 years) that the Russian Government took 70
cities form the Sultan”.

“Sixthly, The Sovereign of England is devoid of all power
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in the State, being at the merey of her Parliament, but the
Emperor of the Russians, though having a Parliament, is all
powerful”.

“Talking of Indian affairs, be remarked that be considered
Nana Rao to hace been a fool, inasmuch as be cut of the hands
of certain butchers before he had seized Cowapore, thereby
prejudicing the minds of Mussulmans against himself; that
300 English soldiers had succeded in taking the Hailey Goard
at Lucknow and seizing upon the house of the Oudh King's
Genera; that thousands of the Hindoostani sepoys
(mutineers) threw themselves down into the Goomteo River
and were drowned”.

255. This man was consulted by the Ameer on two
important matters, which were just then the subject of
correspondence between himself and the Punjab
Government. The first was the action which it was advisable
to adopt in dealing with the murderer of Mr. Bead. The
second was the opening up of the Khyber Pass.

256. The Commissioner of Peshawar had written through
the Vakeel on the subject of the projected fair at Peshawar,
inviting the Ameer to assits, asking him, among other things,
if he could not open up the direct route for merchandise by
getting the Khyber Mulliks to take a transit duty per load.

The “Syud Rumi’s” remarks on this subject were as
follows:

“the Hajee® has led the Ameer to believe that the British
Government, in wishing for an opening out of the Khyber
Pass, have some other object in view than that professed by
them, the promotion of the Indian and Toorkistan trade. He
argues that the best policy to conquer a foreign country is to
open out news communications by means of trade”.

“He stated that the trade between India and the wetern
countries had existed over since the time of Darius by only
three routes, the Tatra and Akbana and Karappa; that there
now existed no depression of trade sufficient to necessitate
the opening out of a new obannel. That the Akhana and Tatra
Passes were each only one march longer than the Khyber;
that when the Russians had advised though the Kirghiz

°: Private letter dated 31st March, sent on by Punjab Government to
Government of India.
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Steppes against Khiva and taken possession of the country
round about the Sea of Aral, the English apprehended a
Russian invasion of India, sent secret spics, Burnes, Studder,
and Conolly, to Afghanistan and Bokhara; and though their
territory did not then adjoin either Afghanistan or Herat, they
aimed at securing possession of both those countries by all
the means in their power; that they accordingly, espoused the
couse of Shah Shuja-ul-Mulk, and exile, who had taken refuge
is their territory, and induced the Khaybaris by large bribes to
give their troops a passage through the Khyber Pass; that now
that the Russians had advanced to the Oxus, the anxiety of the
English could well be imagined; and that they had no doubt
some special reasons for requiring and opening out of the
Khyber Pass”.

“The Hajee has accordingly adivesd the Ameet to write to
the British Government say that the Indian trade with
Afghanistan and Bokhara had reached its climax, and is not
capable of expansion; that the Ameer’s receipts form the
cutoms duties on that trade have now considerably increased
from the increased export of tea from Cabul within the last
nine years; that if the British Government have some other
object in view than the promotion of trade, the Ameer would
be glad to know it".

“The Hajee is averse to the Khyber Pass being opened out
at all. The Russian Government, he says, “never deprives its
allies and feudatories of their possessons, and alludes to the
case of Khudayar Khan of Khokand as an instance”.

(Gl 0 o 5 cloes] 1)

And the Vakeel writes on the 26t March:

“Regarding the question of the opening up of the Khyber
route for trade, the Ameer is under the impression that this is
an interference by the British Government in Afghanistan
affairs, although the fact is not as he supposes. The person
who has been frequently referred to in former diaries (the
Syud Rumi) has represented as follows in this matter: That
shrewd persons consider that the opening up of a road from
one country to another for commercial purposes is intimately
connected with the subjugation of the one country by the
other; and that it seemed to him that, in the present case, the
English, in writing about the Khyber route, had some such
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objects in view; for there are already three roads loep to
merchants. The ‘Abkhana” (Cabul River) route and others,
and the real object of the Government would seem to be
connected with the advance of Russia towards Afghanistan; to
strengthen British India they wish to occupy Afghanistan; the
best course to adopt in consequence would be to give effect to
the allowances fixed by the late Ameer Mahomed Afzul Khan
for the Khyber tribes, Rs. 15,820,0,10, to induca them to keep
the pass closed, and, in addition, to subsidise other tribes on
the British border, attaching them by motives of interest to
the Cabul Government. Lists of the tirbes and head-man
should be given to Sirdar Mahomed Ishak Khan, Governor of
Jelallabad, who would summon the Mulliks and suportion the
allowances, and give suitable presents, and also send for the
heads of the other tribes referred to above, and conciliate
them”.

30th March “Yesterday at an audience, the Ameer
mentioned, on the subject of opening up the Khyber route,
that his father, although he had ruled forty years, and had
allowed Rupees 40,000 per annum to the Khyber Mulliks, had
not been able to keep the road open; bow could be (Mahomed
Azim) when there had been civil war for five or six years, and
he had not yet succeded in establishing himself, manage to
open up that route? He must decline any attempt to deal with
such troublesome people. He promised to send a written
reply on the subject, but his Council is clearly of opinion that
the matter is conneeted with an attempt on the part of the
English to interfere in Afghanistan”.

Beyond this point, this late accident prevents the
undersigned from continuing the Narrative. To this cause,
indeed, is due the delay which has occurred in putting the
completed portion through the Press.

Durand Line: An Imposed Ring On Afghan Neck

A huge British army was stationed in Peshawar and an
ultimatum was served on king Abdul Rahman in 1893 either
to accept a British designed treaty or await a war. King Abdul
Rahman invited a British mission from India to discuss the
proposed treaty. A British India mission headed by Mr. H.M.
Durand, British India Foreign Secretary, arrived in Kabul and
a British designed agreement was concluded in 1893; a
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British designed map was also attached with the Agreement
thereafter called the Durand Line.

Rivalries between the 19th century colonial super powers,
Great Britain and Tzarist Russia, increased. Russian armies
advanced south and occupied Tashkand, Samarkand and
Bokhara; government of British India pursued a Forward
Policy aiming at occupying strategic lands situated in eastern,
southern and south-western Afghanistan which bordered
British India’s colonies of 19th century, to create a “no-man’s
land” between themselves and Tzarist ambitions. Louis
Dupree notes in his famous book (Afghanistan, 1980) that:

“As early as 1877 they simply informed Amir Sher Ali that
he had no claims on Dir, Swat, Chatral and Bajaur. In 1879,
the British forced the Amir Yaqub, son of Sher Alj, to sing the
treaty of Gandamak (which the Afghans call the “Condemned
Treaty”, under which “the British government will retain in
its own hands control of the Khyber Pass and Michni Pass..
and of all relations with the independent tribes, territory
directly connected with the passes”. (Aitchison 1933, p.242).
Therefore the treaty ceded large tracts of land in the districts
of Loralai, Zhob, Pishin, Quetta and Nushki, presumably giving
legal justification for as much as the British could occupy and
hold”. (p.425)

Afghan scholars and historians believe that the imposed
Durand Line brought Khyber, Swat, Bajaur, Chatral, Areaway
and Bashgal under British India administration. Louis Dupree
quotes a British Military report as follows:

“The line was not described in the 1893 treaty as the
boundary of India, but as the eastern and southern frontiers
of the Amir’s dominions, and the limits of the respective
spheres of influence of the two governments, the object being
the extention of British authority, and not that of the Indian
frontier”. (Military report of Afghanistan (classified) general
staff, India, Government of India Press, 1925, p.69, quoted in
Louis Dupree, 11980, p.767).

Sir Olive Caroe, a British historian, says:

“It is true that the agreement did not describe the line
(Durand Line) as the boundary of India but as the frontier of
the Amir’s dominions and the land beyond which neither side
would exercise interference. This was because the British
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government did not intend to absorb the tribes into their
administrative system”.

From 1893 untill 1946, a period of 55 years of the British
colonial rule in India, the Pashtun tribes of both sides of the
Line did not recognize any boundary and freely visited each
other. When the partition of Inda was decided in 1946, the
Afghan government proposed an independent dominion for
the North West Frontier, but the British government acted in
favour of the newly established state of Pakistan (see Annex
No.1, p.122). subsequently, the Afghan Parliament in 1328
(1949) and the Afghan Loya Jirga in 1334 (1955) ratified the
following resolution:

“we shall never recognize the Pashtunistan territories as
a part of Pakistan, against the free will of the nation of
Pashtunistan, and we ratify the resolution of the Afghan
Parliament No.72 dated 23rd Mizan 1328, stating that “The
Afghan nation shall never recognize Pashtunistan territories
as a part of Pakistan, because it has been annexed to Pakistan
against the free will and decision of the people of
Pashtunistan, and we condemn such annexation”. (Loya Jirga,
year 1334 (1955).

On the basis of the above resolutions, Afghan government
have since appealed to Pakistan time after time for
recognizing the right of self determination for the 35 million
Pashtun population living in the territories of Pashtunistan.
However, this issue remains unresolved.

The British colonial goal for imposing the Durand Line
was to divide the Afghan nation which has existed in Central
Asia for 3000 years. A newly born country like Pakistan shall
not succed in imposing its colonial will on the freedom loving
people of Pashtunistan.

The Charter of the Uniter Nations recognizes the right of
self determination and the heroic people of Pashtunistan have
been struggling for the right of self determition, aiming at
establishing an independent Pashtunistan. Prominent figures
of Pashtunistan, including members of the Pashtunkhwa
National Awami Party, are in full support of the right of self
determination for the people of Pashtunkhwa nation. Views
of Afzal Khan Lala, Latif Khan Apridi, Senator Abdul Rahim
Mandokhail and Sher Azam Azam are published in this book
(pages 100 - 112). The people of Afghanistan are in full
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support of the right of self determination for the people of
Pakhtunkhwa nation, whether they want to remain a part of
Pakistan, or rejoin the mother-land Afghanistan, or become
an independent nation; whatever they decide freely, Afghans
shall suppor them.

The Durand Jirga in London, on April 23, 2011, organized
by neutralized Afghans at present citizens of Great Britian,
duly cooperated by Afghan-Americans, is an opportunity to
revive the legitimate demand of the Afghan nation for the
legitimate right of self determination for the 35 million
Pashtuns living in the territory of Pashtunkhwa. Participants
of this historic Jirga have an opportunity to freely express
their opinions towards formulating an honorable solution for
th 118 years old problem of the imposed Durand Line.
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PARTITION: SOCIO/POLITICO ENGINEERING, INDUCED
DISPOSSESSION

One intervention, by causing unintended consequences,
leads to further intervention... Ludwig Von mises

A Plan to Dismember Afghanistan:

The tortured, historical legacy of partition... is shrouded
in bloddshed, anguish familial dislocation, misery, and loss.
Yet within the Obama Administration, this is but the most
recent, though highly controversial strategy to as yet unfold
for implementation iin Afghanistan. Details of the plan were
recently outlined in the U.S. Department of State Journal of
Foreign Affairs: Written by Robert Blackwill, former U.S.
Ambassador to India and National Security Adviser for
Strategic Planning, who is also a member of the Council on
Foreign Relations (CFR) and currently serves as a a senior
have articulated that this strategy appears as the
administration’s response and recognition of burgeoning
domestic and international anti-war sentiment, increasing
casualties, both military and civilian, and a formula to stem
the flow of expenditures currently in support of the
administration’s counter-insurgency (COIN) strategy which
now exceeds one trillion dollars.

As history dictates, asymmetrical warfare cannot be won
by an occupying force that lacks the support of the people.
The war in Afghanistan, as currently prosecuted, has
produced untold thousands of civilian casualties, shattered
infrastructure, unemployment, hunger, medical emergency,
and familial dislocation that cannot be addressed by an ill-
informed, bureaucratic plan to dismember the country in the
unmentioned name of political expediency. The only just and
viable plan for Afghanistan as an immediate ceasefire, the
convening of all-inclusive negotiations, followed by an
unambiguous timetable announcing the complete withdrawal
of ISAF Contingent Forces from the country.

Blackwill’s plan calls for Coalition troops from the east
and south to be redeployed to the northern reaches of the
country. Under the plan, U.S. Special Forces and air-power
would be cast in supporting and or auxiliary roles for the
Afghan Army and the government in Kabul. What has not
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been addressed, however, is whether or not the Taliban
would recognize such a demarcation or border. The unstated
psychology in Blackwill’s plan is to segregate the malleable
northern minority groups (Tajik, Uzbek, and Turcoman) who
have a long and storied history of foreign collaboration, and
to render them separate and distinct from the Pashtun
community. The Pashtuns, who form the backbone of the
national liberation movement or Resistance, are population
dominant in the southern areas of the country, residing in
their ancestral heartland. But as history forewarns,
establishing ethnic-specific enclaves is fraught with
numerous and insurmountable problems. What, for example,
would become of the vast numbers of itinerant Pashtuns who
resident in the north and the myriad of ethnic minorities who
currently inhabit the south? Such a Draconian plan would
lead to rapid and widespread migrations between two
countries. As an example, following the cessation of hostilities
in World War 1], in Korea and Vietnam, hundreds-of-
thousands, if not millions migrated across borders very
rapidly. People left behind families, homes, businesses, and
the burial sites of their ancestors. The migrations, often-times
accompanied by government-militia threats of violence, led to
war between migrating groups. In yet another of historic,
catastrophic, and dehumanizing examples, the partition of
Inida in 1947, resulted in two million deaths.

Public Relations Pretext: The administration, in order
to sell this politically-expedient plan to an increasingly
skeptical American and international jury, has laid the
groundwork through their media and academic-affiliates to
present the measure as a strategic counterinsurgeny tactic
with which to negate Taliban rule and defeat the insurgency,
while in reality, it serves to defy and deny an entity that
represents a national liberation movement that continues to
be falsely accused of complicity in 9/11 and cast as allies of
al-Qaeda by the administration and their media co-
conspirators. As well, the pretect will contextualize the plan
as an altruistic endeavor to restore an eclectic, harmonious
ethnic balance and as a cultural bridge, restore women'’s
rights. Alas, the real story likely will fall victim to a media-
generated conspiracy of silence as has much of the facts
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surrounding the prosecution of an illegal war.

Durand Line: Afghanistan, long seen as the ‘Crossroads
to Asia’ has experience with international-superpower
gerrymandernin, (in today’s jargon, globalization) and boasts
a stormy-history of partition (1893) and quasi-partition
(1981). In 1893, the British Indian government demarcated
the highly controversial Durand Line, a line drawn by
dishonest cartographers, ostensibly to delineate Afghan and
Biritsh spheres of influence. The result of Durand was to
bifurcate or dismember the many Pashtun tribes on both
sides of the Indi/Afghan border and create cleavages among
the tribes of Baluchistan as well. To this day, the calls for a
Greater Pashtunistan and a renunciation of the Durand Line
remain as vigilant and as vocal as during the nineteenth
century among scores of the disenfranchised. (See:
Afghanistan, Political Frailty and External Interference, Dr.
Nagbi Misdagq, 2006).

Operation Kaskad: December 1981, Afghan President
Babrak Karmal was instructed while in Moscow by Sovied
Presiedent Leonid Brezhnev to lay the groundwork for a
reinforcement of the Soviet presence in Afghanistan. To
accomplish and or facilitate this strategy, a plan for the
annexation of nine of Afghanistan’s northern, provinces into
their co-ethnic republics of the U.S.S.R was drafted. The
resultant southern partitioned enclave would remain a
nominally independent and Pashtun dominated state of
Pashtunistan, which could then serve as a Soviet catalyst for
irredentist, propaganda and other subversive interests and or
movements. The Soviets were especially interested in the
Kunduz, Samangan, Badakhshan, Baghlan, Takhar, Balkh,
Jowzjan, Badghis and Faryab provinces. This move would
have enabled the U.S.S.R. to pacify the region without relying
on costly, military operations, and to secure critical lines of
communication and supply. The population of the northern
environs are predominantly Tajik and Uzbel, and ethnically
similar to the Soviet Republics to the north. (See: The Fall of
Kabul has not slowed the Pace of Regional Strategic Change,
Yosef Bodanksy, 1992, Afghanistan, Political Frailty and
External Interference, Dr. Nabi Misdaq, 2006, Afghanistan, a
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Search for Truth, Bruce G. Richardson, 2009, Afghanistan,
Ending the Reign of Soviet Terror, Bruce G. Richardson,
1996).

Though the Soviets denied their goal and vision
surrounding the annecation and incorporation of the north of
Afghanistan into the U.S.S.R,, they were however, emboldened
with their success in recruiting proxy-militia forces from
among the northern minorities. Accordingly, the Soviets
published a map during 1981, in which the projected
partitioning and annecation of the north of Afghanistan is
designated as the sixteenth Soviet Republic. In yet another
revealing document from Cold War Soviet Archives, as well
published by the Soviets, portions of the north would be
united within the context of a “Greater Tajikistan” under the
semi-autonomous, co-administered leadership of Moscow
and Ahmad Shah Massoud, long a KGB and GRU asset. (See:
Agreement between A. S Massoud and the Soviet Fortieth
Army, Afghanistan, Ending the Reign of Soviet Terror, Bruce
G. Richardson, pp.25-29, 1996, Afghanistan, Political Frailty
and External Interference, Dr. Nabi Misdaq, p.330N, 2006).

In the coming days and weeks we will likely experience a
media barrage of deception with the administration’s liberal
use of emotion, passion, nuance, innuendo, and falsehoods as
literary devices seeking to render an acceptable and
humanistic quality to their so-called “Plan B”, the official
designation for the partition of Afghanistan. But, as the
Historical record certifies, partition, also known as (social
engineering), results not only in a spike of gratuitous violence
but an exponential increase in ethnic and religious
discrimination, familial dislocation and dispossession as well.
In summation, partition represents but an ugly metaphor
rising from the ashes of the Colonial, Post World War [, Post
World War 11, and Cold War eras.

Bruce G. Richardson
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A REASEARCH ON THE
HISTORIC AND LEGAL ASPECTS OF
THE TREATY AND THE MAF OF
DURAND LINE

BY:

SAYED KHALILOLLAH HASHEMEYAN (PH.D)
FORMER PROFESSOR OF KABUL NIVERSITY
EDITOR OF AFGHANISTAN MIRROR
MONTCLAIR, CA91763
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