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logic, ch. "vi,8]
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and had in 3rd century been once the seat of the government of Guzgan '

district which afterwards removed to Yahudiyah2. At the time it was
equal in size to Yahudiyah. 1ts fields were fertile and quantities of .
fruits were exported3.

Shabirghan in 617 A H., 1220 A. D. at the time of the Mongol invasion
was a populace town, with much merchandize in its market. in it corn
was abundant and cheap and the climate was hot4.

Autkhuz was a towu in the steppe and was a place with much - ‘
cultivation, but possessed few amenitiesSs.

Ibn Hauqal speaks of it as being a small town out in the desert, with

seven villages lying round it6. In 4th century A. H. (10th century A.D.) .
tor the most part it was inhabited by Kurds who possessed many sheep
and camel7. Yaqut also mentions it, but adds no details8.

In any case, the conquest of the two above-mentioned cities of
Guzgan 1, e. Shabirghan, and Andkhuy (Antkhuz) in 732 A. H. /1331 A.D.
by Malik Muizz-ud-Din of Kurt caused a war between the Malik and

1 - . - o N
Amir Qazghan, the ruler of transoxania. The people of Andkhuy and
Shatirghan had complained to Amir Qazghan of Malik Mu'izz-ud-Din’s
campaign as a result Amir Qazghan crossed the Amu (oxus) came to
Herat and besieged the city. Finding the siege to be in vain he even-
tually recached a compromise with Mailik Mu'izz-ud-Din  of Kurt and
raised the seige of Herat and returned to his country9.

[hus the two above-mentioned cities of Guzgan probably remained as
a part of the domain of tho Kurts of Herat till the extinction of this
dnyasty by Timur-i-Lang in 791 A. H. /1388 A. DI10.
- Surat-al-Arz, Ibn Huaqal, vol- 11, p. 443.
2. Barthold identifies it with the Maimana of today.

(Tuukistan Down to the Mongol Invasion, p. 80) ‘ g
3. (1) Surat-al-Arz, Ibn Haugal, vol. 11, p. 443.

(i1)) Nuzhat-al-Qulub, Mustawfi, p. 155.
4. Surat-al-Arz,Ibn. Hauqal, vol. 1 p. 443.
5. Hudud-Al-Alam. 107.

voe ALY 50 5.8 8 malyd Tl miee 3de sdtdil y ., 0
‘ r IO 98P polY e S0 ke s
6. Surat-al-Arz, Ibn Haugqal, vol. 11, p. 443. FY
7. The Lands of the Eastern Caliphate. p. 426.
8. Mu’jam-al-Buldan, Yaqut-al-Hamawi, Bernhard von Dorn's edition.
vol. 1, p. 372. |
9. (1) Rauzat-al-Jannat fi Tarikh-i-Madinat-al-Herat, Mu'in-ud Din-i- |
Isfazari, British Mus. Mss. p. 129,
(i) Habib -us- Siyar, Mirkhwand, part 2, vol, 3 p. 76. 5

10. Ibid, part 3, vol. 2, p. 30.
_-lo o




According to Mustawfi some little corn  and fruit was grown herel.

'he Firghunids assumed power in 50 A. H./670 A. D. in Guzgan, and
it secems that they were natives of this country. The members of this
house werc Lighly praised by the historians and poets. Bada -i- Hamadani
and Abul-Fathi Busti were the supporiers of this house2.

Al-Utbi 12 his book, TankE-:-Yamini, mentions that the Firghunids
were ruling Guzgan in 415 A H /1024 A.D. on behalf of Sultan Mabhmud3:
and this 15 also mentioned by the author of the Tarikh-i-Bukharad.
[he transformation of Guzgan, accerding to Gardizi, incorporated into
Mahmud's empire in 408 A.H./ 1017 A DS In 421 A.H/ 1030A.D.
when Sultan Mahmud died Guazgan, according to Bathaqi, was an establi-
sned part of Mihmald's empire6 Nasir Khusrau -i - Alavi in his Deiwan
refers to the event i the following  verse :

“Where 15 he, sultan Mahmud of Ghazna, for fear of
whem the Firghunids et Guzgan shp from their handds7.”

In 33 A.H.653 A. D. Guzgan was conquered by Ahnal b. Qais
and [r.m that time onwards 1t became a centre for Islam's

scholars Yahva b. Ali b al-Husain, or instance, was killed here, and one

of the most eminent Muslim scholars Ibrahim b, Yaqub b. Abi Ishaq
al-Sai'di al-Juzjani was living here

He died in 209 A. H.'824 A. D. Another scholar was Ahmad. Musta-
gim-al-Hadith, who heard hadith frcm Suwaid b. Abdul Aziz8.

There were very many towns in Guzgan but here we will deal
only with those which were ruled by the Kurts of Herat.

In Jater umes about 832 A. H. /1331 A D. two famous cities ol
Guzgan namely Andkhuy (Andkhuz) and Shabirghan, (Ushburgan) were
included in the kingdom of Malik Mu.izz-ud-Din of Kurty

Shabirghan (Ushbirgan) was situated on the sieppe on the
highroad . It abounded in amenities and had running water |;
Nuzhat-al-Qulub, Mustawfi, p. 153.
Mirat-al-Buldan Muhiammad H. Maraghah, vol. 5, p 285.
. Tarikh-i-Utbi, Yamin p. 382.
Tarikh-i-Bukhara. Narshakhi p. 86
. Zain-al-Akhbar, Gardizi, p. 137.
Tarikh-i-Bihagi Muhmmad Ibn Al-Hasan Abul - Fazl Baihaqi, pp. 12-13
7. Diwani-i-Khsrau-i-Alavi, Tehran, p, 8.
8. Mu'jam-al-Buldan, Yaqut-al-Hamawi, vol. 111, p. 167.
The author of Hudud-al-Alam enumerats about 33 districts included
in Guzgan. pp. 105-109.
9. Rauzat-al-Jannat, Isfazari, British Mus. Mss. p. 129.
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GUZGAN

bv A. M Zahma

rhe unknown author of Hudud - al - Alam who himselt was ol
Guzgan Dpelieves that 1t Wwas a Prosperous and pleasant province,.
Justice and equality , according to him, reigned therel Eo e
situated in longitude 98, and latitude 35 Z0. It had a temperate climate
and 1t1s water was from underground ci annels (Kariz which came down
from the mountains i s neighbourhood 2 On the east this provingce
marched with the limits of Balkh, lurkistan and Bamivan. on the south
it bordered Ghor and touched the boundary of Bust: on the west, 1t

marched within Ghurchistan and its chiel place Bashan, and touched the

hmits of Merv: on Ihe nort it was bordered by the Oxus

I he SOVEICIED ¢ | LNIs provimce i {nec O A H wWdas a petiy local
rule: in Khurasai when the UNknowl Luthot O} Hudud was
writting his geography he was called **Malik of Guzgan 5 and he was
a descendant of Alriduno. All the chiefs within the Imits of Ghat

chistai and Ghor were under his control. He was. according 1o

the author of Hudud - al - Alam, the greatest of all local rulers in auth-

("!'. o LSS "'\\ O ANNOWICO 2L ) | : L L | L 5 15 1OTSCES
Cits saddie-bags , sadaic-girtin u 4 Dalas Here was found the
'\!“!‘.é"‘.:-C\" :?L WOOR Of whiCh nevel Woolne ol 14 was so "::‘,:*!( 4NQ0

'

<oft that one can make Kknots n 17/

1. Hudud-al-Alam p. I Y Nuzhat-al-Qulub, Mustawfi, p. 153

3. Hudud-al-Alam. p 105

4. Barthol believes t(hal Guzegan was not g separdaic | cpendent enuty
A1 vas one the depend ies of Balkh. He also goes on 1o say
that in 278 A. H 891 A. D. Shabvirghan and Garzwan which were

situated in furthermost part ol upper Mammana were called Guzganan.

6. Surat-al Arz, on Hauqul, p. 444, vol 11.

7. Hudud al=Alam, p. 10D
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weeks later he was informed that safe transport had been arranged and

the .li‘unund would be Posted 1o l‘xl‘_.:l;xmf For the first ume \il]\’§‘ he had
received 1t,he recalled the circumstances to his mind. Rushing back to his
house “with his heart in his mouth” he called his ol1 butler and sa‘d to
him impatiently: “Have you got a small case which was 1in my pocket some

time ago?", “Yes, Sir.” the man replied calmly. “I found it and then put it

in one of the boxes in my room.,, Upon this the servant went to a broken-
down tin box and got the case. which he took to the Lord. He asked the
man to open 1t and see what was inside. The man obeyed while he himself
watched anxiously. His joy knew no bounds when the precious gem
appeared. But the butler seemed perfectly calm and said, “Well there is
notheng here but a piece of ordinary glass. * Thinking that his master

had taken fanc, to a mere piece of glass, he kept it in  his room along

with other broken glasses and decanter stoppers.

The jewel passed through one or two more striking vicissitudes, before

it could be lodged in the British crown. The Governor - General, Lord

Dalhousie, took the diamond to Bombay in 1850,and entrusted it to

Lieutenant - Colonel Makeson and ( aptain Ramsay, who sailed with it to

Europe. They handed it over to the Board of Directors of the Fast India
Company, and on July, 3.1850. it was formally presented to Queen Victoria
by the Deputy Chiarman of the Company. The gem was exhibited at the
first Great Exhibition in London in 1851. In 1852, it was recut in London, at a
cost of 8000.t. by Messrs Garrad., who employed Voorsangar, a diamond cutter

of Amsterdam. The actual cutting lasted thirty eight days and this reduced

- the diamond to 106 ! carats. It is now the property ol the British

Royal
16

Family and constitues one of the brightest jewels of the British Crown .

Strange it is no longer considered to be ominous or unlucky




aired to Mubarak Haveli, the Shah’s residence. Shah Shuja reccived the
Maharaja with great dignity. Both being then seated, a solemn pausce ens-
ued, which lasted nearly an hour. At length Ranjit’s patience wore out, he
whispered in the ear of one of his auendants, who reminded the Shah of the
object of the meeting. The Shah returned no answer, but made a signal with
his eye to oné of his servants,who immediately reurec, and atter a while
brought in a small roll*which he placed on the carpet atan equal distance
between the two chiefs.Mutual friendship was declared and an exchange ol
tnrbans took place as a token of perpetual amity.The roll then being unf-
olded,Ranjit Singh recognised the matchless diamond and asked the Shah
its price. The vexed Shah replied curtly, “'It's price 1s a big stick.M) grand-
father obtained it by this means, now yvou got it by force, and the gay s
not far when a stronger power will deprive you of it by similar means."’
'he Maharaja did not listen to what was said. Putting the diamond qui-
etly in hit pocket he returned forthwiln to his palace. On returning o
his residence. the Maharaja held a grand Durbar and the city was.illumin.
ated, but not a lamp was it in Mubarak Haveli, the gloomy residence ol
the ex - Shah. To crown these miusfortunes, Ranjit Singh did not fullil his
part of the contract. Contrary to his solemn promises, he treated the Shah
and his companions disrespectfully, which ultimately made the Shah

\]Lli(

Lahore secretly and take shelter with the British at Ludhiana.

Ranjit Singh wore the diamond on all officia! occasions. In 1839, only
two hoors belore his death, he sent for all his jewels, including the Koh-
I-Nur. With a view (o securing peace in the next world, he directed that
the diamond be sent to the temple of Jagannath, in south Bengal. But
Missar Beli Ram,the man in charge of royal jewels, refused to deliver up
the diamond, alleging that it was the property of the Crown and would be

handed over to the rightful heir.

On the conquest of the Panjab by the British and the abdication ol
Prince Dalip Singh in 1849, the diamond passed into British hands. Accord-
ing to the story of Miss Fordes, a near relative of Lord Lawrence, it was
handed over to the Lord at a meeting of the Board of Administration. A
strange incident now came to pass in the history of the diamond. Lord

Lawrence put it in his fob-pocket. went home and forgot atl about it. Some

6
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Fhe greedy Sikh monarch, who coveted Koh-l-Nur,received him in the
beginning with every mark of respect and assigned for his residence a
spacious house inside the city.Shortly after his arrival, Ram Singh came to
the Shah demanding the diamond on behall of his master. Shah Shuja replied
that 1t was not with him.,promising at the same tume that when real frind
ship between him and the Maharaja was established, he would hand 1t over
to him.Ram Singh came next day and made the same demand. The Shah
repeated his reply. Alter this the free movement of the Shah and his followers
was atl an end,and the Shah found himself no betier than a prisoner. With the
passing of time the condition of the Shah and his party became from bad

10 worse. Every day some one would come to demand the diamond. Then

came the turn of the confedential officials ot the Maharaja who enquired

1if the ex-King wantedd money in exchange of the dia ond and was willing
o enter Into cd Of irrenaship Ne SN al vered | the atfirmative
After a few dayvs a sum of 1HIY thousand rupcc was sent In several 1insta-

liments to the Shah. The confidential agents came again demanding the

(“_._“"\,;\“L \h“ \:__”“ :L'Pl?k'\; ';j._!t '.‘.:,\'1‘! d >|L‘.l‘\.‘~ ‘\CL.:ZCi:' 12K :)!L iounda-

tion of amity, he would give it to the Maharaja. Two days alter Ranjn Singh

himself came, expatiated at ength on nis iriedsnip l'ook an oath on the
holv book (Granth) and 1he Sword, promising (o pd) Rs. 300, V00 1n cash

v

hesides a grant of a fief of Rs. 50,000 per annum ,and aiso olfering assis-

tance In troops and treasure i ine Shah ever sttiempted o recover s throne.

He also assured \'i‘:zl_lu. that the iriendship nos established would continue

even altel he had succeceded 1o reconqucering Kabul. 1her¢e was then all
exchange of turbans 1o C Shi Shulda gave ¢ world - famous
diamond. Next day the Shah returned the visit. There was musk and dan-
;ing to soothe the njured feclings Of e unnappy mobdai

I'he touching incident which led to the surrender Ol the diamond by Shah
Shuja to the Sikh Maharaja i1s thus described by one of the CYC-WIINESSES

On the first of June, 1813, the Mahiraja se Fagir Aziz-ud-din, Bha

Gur Bux Singh and Jamadar Khushal Singh to the Shah demanding the

\jho_nuy‘,:f,ll‘,c S}'l;l‘.‘. rCPilL‘li that the Maharaia himsell should come (O rec-
eive it. Ranjit, on hearing this.cheerfully mounted bhis horse #nd, escoried

)

troops on nght and left, and taking with him a sum ol Rs. 10,000, rep-

"




usurp the throne. Ali Shah, who declared himself king at Meshad, was blinded

and dethroned and the diamond fell into the hands of Shah Rukh Mirza
a grandson of Nadir Shah. Shortly afterwards he was made prisoner by
Aga Mohammed, who tortured him in vain to make him surrender the
invaluable diamond. Shah Rukh,in 1751,gave it to Ahmad Shah Durrani in

recognition of his valuable help in restoring him to the throne.

After Ahmad Shah’s death in 1773, the diamond was inherited by his son and
successor, Timur Shah. In 1793, on the death of this Prince, the diamond fell
into the hands of his fifth but favourite son, Shah Zaman.In 1801,when
Zaman lost Kabul and was hotly pursued by his enemies, Fateh Khan
and Mahmud.he left for Peshawar in great haste. On his way near Jalalabad,

he got so tired,that in spite of the entreaties of his friends,he decided 10

pass the night in the fort of one of his staunch adherents, Ashig Khan by
name. Contrary to the Afghan custom of Ninawate (asylum), the host turned
out to be atraitor Detaining the royal guest with his retinue,he sent a
swift messenger to Kabul informing Mahmud and Visier Fateh Khan ol

Shah’s confinement .

Losing no time the Vizier sent his younger brother Assad Khan to secure
the person of the Shah and his party. The King was deprived of his eve-
sight and taken to Kabul to be imprisoned in the Bala-Hessar . It i1s said
that before his confinement Zaman Shah concealed the diamond along with
other jewels in one of the cells of Ashiq Khan's fort. When Shah Shuja,
the full brother of Zaman, came to the throne, he dug out the diamond.,
In 1809. when Elphinstone, the British Envov,.met the Shah at Peshawar ,
he saw the diamond in a bracelet worn by Shuja on his night arm.

But Shah Shuja’s fortune was then at a low ebb. Hardly had the Briush

left Peshawar when the news was brought t¢ him that Kabul had

Envo)
fatlen to Mahmud and his Vaier.After a futile attemp to wrest Kabul, he
had to flee for life (1809). First he took refuge in. Kashmir, but the go-
vernor promised asylum only in case he handed over the diamond to him.In
1813.after a Jong wandering and suffering all sorts of vicissitudes,the Shah

came to Lahore with his principal Wife, Wafa Begum, hoping to pass a few

days in rest and peace with Maharaja Ranjit Singh, whom Zaman Shah had

appointed governor of the province




ally meaning precious stone hill-fort) and Gani Kollur, the latter place being
famus as the birth-place of the *“‘Great Mughal Diamond"” which subseque-
ntly became the celebrated Koh-I-Nur. As related by the same French

traveller the diamond was found at Coulour (now Kollur) on the Krishna

river in 1656 and was presented in an uncut state by Mir Jumla to Shah
Jahan. At that time the Stone is said to have weighed 900 ratis or 7875
carats. Aurangzeb showed his state diamonds to Tavernier in 1665, and the
French traveller saw in this connection a large diamond weighing 319 ratis
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or 279 Z_carats.He calls it the “Great Mughal diamond” and in his opinion
16

it was the same diamond which Bernier had styled matchless.. It is

said that the diamond had been reduced to this size by a Venetian impo-

stor named Hortensio Borgia by wasteful grinding instead ol cleaning.

According to the same writer it was of “purest water,good form, and had
only a small flaw which was in the edge of the basal circumference of the
stone.”” The value he estimated was 11,723,278 livres, equivalent to 879,245.
. In 1739, when Nadir Shah of Persia sacked Delhi,he wrested from Moha-
mmed Shah, the feeble Mugha! Emperor, his crown, the Peacock Throne, and
a large quantity of jewels, among which there was a famous diamond wh-
ich he named ‘““Koh-I-Nur” (the Mountain of Light).This was the first time

in history that the diamond came to be called by this designation.

On the murder of Nadir Shah at Khabushan, near Meshad,in the year
1747, it is said that Ahmad Shah Durrani with his contingent of 4,000 Af-
ghans, hastened to the royal camp with a view to protect him against the
conspirators. To their surprise they found their way barred by a strong de-
tachment of the Kizilbash. Though greatly outnumbered, the Afghans fought
their way through their ranks and entered Nadir's tent where they saw the
headless trunk of the Shah in a pool of blood. Ahmad Khan then procee-
ded to rescue the members of the royal family, who were in great danger
at the hands of the insurgents. The Queen, Nadir Shah’s wife, it is said,off-
ered the famous diamond to the Afghan chief in gratetul recognition of

his umely help.

Another version has it that after Nadir's death the diamond passed
with the crown to his nephew, Ali Kuli Khan, alias Ali Shah. who in 'he op-

mmion of Sir William Jones had caused the death of his uncle in ordcr to
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the daily expenses of the world.It weighs about eight misqals.On my

arrival at Agra,Humayun offered it to me,but I gave it back to him."”

Another tradition has it that in the year 1304 A.D., Sultan Alaud-din
Khilii.one of the Afghan Kings of India,got it from the Raja ol Malwa.
How it changed hands and came into the possession of the Raja of Gwa-
ltar is not known to us.

According to Bernier a diamond known as ““‘matchless” was presented to
Shah Jahan the mughal by Mir  Jumla, the minister of Abdulla Qutub
Shah of Golconda,originally a diamond merchant,but who was appointed

the commander of an army by the Mughal Emperor.

Golconda. the name of an old hill-fort In southern India, which was
once the seat of the Qutub Shahi dynasty,is now considered to be one of
the largest castle ruins in the world. 1t has long ago become synonym i
the English language for rabulous wealth,or “mine of wealth™ as the Co-
ncise Oxford English Dictionary has it. This connotation may be traced
directly to the fact that the early travellers used to speak highly of the
diamond mines of Golconda. These mines. the richness of which was enorm-
ous. were the sole sources of world’s supply of diamond up 10 the year
1728. The areas in which the diamonds were mined are mentioned in an
old Sanskrit work of the sixth centur) known as Brahat Sanhita. Marco
Polo the famos venetian traveller refers to these diamond - mining areas
ander the name of *“*Mutufili”’ after a port called Mutupalli.

Of all the European travellers who have written about diamonds and dia-
mond mining, Tavernier, a French ieweller. who, between 1636 and 1662

made six voyages to the East for the purpose of collecting gems,has left the

most interesting accounts of the diamond mines associated with Golconda

In his “Travels to India™ lavernier records his visits to Ravalconda (liter-
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KOH -1- NUR
T'he Famous Afghan Diamond

By Prof. Mohammed Ali

The history of this famous diamond is lost in fiction® It was supposed
to be ominous and he who possessed it was believed to lose his crown or
meet a severe calamity. In spite of this foreboding everybody coveted it
most cagerly .

According to Hindu legends it belonged to Kama, King of Anga,one
of the heroes of the Mahabharat, who lived some 2000 to 3000 B.C. Ac-
cording to another tradition, it, with the sister diamond, the Darya-i-Nui
( the Ocean of Light ) was worn by King Afrasiab of persia. The Koh -i-
Nur ( the Mountain of Light ) ,after a long period of obscurity,is said to
have come into the Possession of Bikramajit,a Hindu Raja of Gwaliar
who fighting heroiwcally fell by the side of Sultan Ibrahim Lodi in the First
Battle of Panipat (1526) .

Fhe family members of the Raja were at this ume in Agra,holding the
city in the name of Sultan Ibrahim.Humayun,Babar's eldest son,after the
fall of Delhi proceeded towards Agra and easily occupied the city.Out of
clemency or because the Raja‘s family did not offer a suff resistance,Hu-
mayun prevented his soldiers from plundering o1 behaving \“\!C,\;\c;t!t!}.‘_\
towards them. They were so gratefully to the Prince for this act of kindn-
ess that tuey presented him with a large quantit) of 1ewels and [‘!C(in:x\

'S

stones among whicli was the famous Koh-I-Nur, *“ It is so valuable

says Babar in his Memoirs *“that a judge of diamonds valued it at half of
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