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Vol. XX IF Clauses...

b)

(6)

acgae-X-ME: 4+ { Vspitr. » Y- ME: b > ey
BE J l BE J happened./past.

aegae yasin diro:z ketab me:xaerid, mam me:xacridom.

. ry / > Fant s - A T 0 —— LT P
tl‘\:}'(l'- k[_gtlh ]j( e Akl ‘-\!. me .\.c._’u. l(\)z‘,]

acgae me:xaerid, me:xaeridom.

BE

acgae diro:z asman saf mibud. xub me:sod.
aegae asman saf mibud, xub me:sod.

aegae mibud, xub me:sod.

Vv Vv

[ \'Sp.int. ] ’ :

Sp.int.
Sp.ir.

“SP. Sp.

where

1) X and Y=any string or nil
2) K=Y

-~
J

-

e
N

X may contain only past-time expression
) YIi

never




(6) Adab No. 1-2

b) Transitive

aegae yasin IL‘.L‘_\;LI;LC me:xaerid, mam me:xaeridom.
aegae saeba tacyarae me:xaerid, me:xaeridom.
aegae aersal 1;10_\;.1’;;': 1:‘.c:x;\'ri<1. me :xaericom.
aegae ale taeyarae me:xaerid, me:xaeridom

aega me:xaerid, me:xaer nio;n.

¢) BE

aegae taeyarae acrzan mibud, xub me:sud.

aegae ale taeyarae aerzan mibud, xub me:sud.
aegae saeba taeyarae aerzan mib ud, xub me:sud.
aegae aerw: et taeyarae aerzan mibud, xub me:sud.

|

acgac aerzan mibud, xub mei:sud.
Notice here that the verb in both clauses is in the sp-form; the verb in both

clauses takes the prefix [ME:j; and this type of structure means the action 1S
least likely to happen.

All sentences in E can be collapsed into one schema.

Thus

( VSp.im. |

(5) aegae-X-ME: Vepitr. V Y-ME:4+ ' Vsp.tr. R least likely
| BE to happen
} p.

Rules 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 exhaust all the possible sentence types of the “IF”
constructions used in non-past. In fact, it is the use of “IF” clauses in the ron-
past that is complex and hard to be differentiated by the non-native speakers
of Peisian ‘»ir:cc the past forms of all the “I1F” clause-constructions are only one.
We shall refer to the non-past as type F. As we shall sce in the examples below,
the verb in ‘.x-.»{h clauses is in the sp form with [ME:] prefixed to it. That is, it 18
exactly like (5) above except that it takes past-time expressions only.

Thus:
F. [Me:sp.]- [ME:sp.]

a) aegac vasin diro:z sinoma me:raeft, mam me:raeftom.
acgac sinoma me:raeft, me:racftom

egi¢ me:raeft, 11‘.&::5';*&7’.‘10;:1

‘\v

‘“ ' |

'y

%



Vol. XX IF Clauses... (5)

D. [BOps-], [ME:ps-]
a) Intransitive

aegae yasin ale bazar borae, mam me:rom
aegae sacba bazar borae, me:rom

aegae aero:z bazar borae, me:rom

aegae bazar borae, me:rom

aegae borae, me:rom

b) Transitive

aegae mo:tar bexaerae, mam me:xacrom

aegae yasin sacbae mo:taer bexaerae, mam me:xaerom
aegae aersal mo:taer boxaerae, me :xaerom.

aegae ale mo:taer bexaerae, me:xaerom.

acgae bexaerae, me :xaerom.

¢) BE

aegae ale TV aerzan basae, me:xaerom.
acgae sacba TV aerzan basae, me:xaerom.
aegae aero:z TV aerzan basae, me:xaerom.
aegae aerzan basae, me:xaerom.

aegae basae, me:xaerom.

The verbs in type D are the present-stem form; the verbs i the “IF” clause
take [BO-] and in the other clause they are prefixed with [ME:-): they all indicate
the action is less likely to happen. The schema for Da Db and Dc is the following:

VPS-im- Vps.int. .
(4) aegae-X-BO 4 J vps.tr. Y-ME: 4 { Vps.tr. r ——> Less likely
to happen
BEP& BEp&

(Condi ions for X and Y are same as 1, 2. 3)

E. [ME:sp]-[ME:sp]
a) Intransitive

aegae yasin ale kabol me:raefl, mam me:raeftom.
aegae sacbakat ol me:reaeft, me:reaftom.
aegae acrsal kabol me:raeft, me:raeftom.
acgae kabol me:raeft. me:raeftom.
acgae me:raeft, ,me:raefiom.




(4) Adab No. 1-2
Vsp, int. | Vps. int. 1

(2) aegae-X- Vsp. tr. §'Y-ME:4 vps. tr. j—>more likely
BEsp. BEps.

where (1) X=£Y
(2) X and Y == any structure or nil
(3) X = may have only present-future
time expression

C. MEsp-ME:ps

a) Intransitive

aegae yasin ale sinoma me:raeft, mam me:rom.
aegae sacba sinoma me:raeft, me:rom.

aegae aero:z sinoma me:raeft, me:rom.

aegae sinoma me:racft, me:rom.

aegae me:raeft, me:rom.

b) Transitive

aegae yasin ale cay me:xo:rd, mam me:korom.
aegae saeba cay me:xo:rd, me:xo:rom.

acgae aero:z cay me:xo:rd, me:xorom.

aegae cay me:xo:rd, me:xorom.

aegae me:xo;rd, me:xorom

Note here that (1) only transitive and intransitive verbs are used in both clauses
not BE: (2) the verb in the “IF” clause is in the simple past (sp) prefixed by [ME-}
and the verb in the other clause is in the present stem (ps) with the prefix [ME:-];
and (3) the whole construction means the action is likely to happen. The schema
for type C is shown below:

Vsp.int. Vps.int. likely to

Y-ME: - —>

A

(3) aegae-X -ME:+
Vsp. tr. ps. tr. happen

where (1) X £Y
(2) X and Y = any structure or nil
(3) X may contain only present or future time expression

i XX
=
) [0
d o

'

e S g S

e & & 8

XY
2B

e
- M



Vol. XX IF Clauses...

Y -3 o4

ps. Int. ps. 1nt.

(1) aegae-X-ME + { Vi ¢ » Y-ME + J Vps, tr.
k BEpS BEps.

where (1) X £ Y

(2) X may contain present-future

time expance.

B. [®]- (ME-]

a) Intransitive verb

aegae yasin saeba sinoma raeft, me:rom.
aegae emro:z sinoma raeft, me:rom.
aegae aero:z sinoma raeft, me:rom.
acgae ale sinoma raeft, me:rom

aegae raeft, me:rom.

b) Transitive verb

acgae yasin kaebab xo:rd, me:xorom.
aegae yasin ale kaebab xo:rd, me:xorom.
aegae saeba kaebab xo:rd, me:xorom.
aegae aero:z kaebab xo:rd, me:xorom.
aecgae xo:rd, me:xorcm.

¢) [BE)

aegae ale ketab aerzan bud, xub-me :sae.
acgae saeba ketab aerzan bud, xub-me :sae.
aegae aero:z ketab aerzan bud, xub-me :sae.
aegae aerzan bud, xub me:sae.

aegae bud, me :sae.

(1) Both /aes/ and /me:sae/ are used in ths context.
/meisae/ however is more common than /aes)/.

j

3)

most likely
to happen

Sentences in B behave very much like A except that (1) the verb in the “IF”
clause in the simple past (sp) is without [M E-] or [BO-]; (2) the verb in second
clause is in the present stem (ps) with the prefix [ME-]; and (3) finally the action
is more likely to happen. The schema for Ba, Bb and Bc is the following:




(2) Adab No. 1-2

— e e - - .

one last point is worth mentioning at the outset. These various types have been
stated in the form of rules with sturctural description.on the left of the arrow and X
the context or situation which calls for the use of each structural type. Our basic
concern, as will be pointed out later on, is the first five types of rules used in non-
past with or without present-future or all have one and only one form in the past.

First, we examine the following sentences:

A. [ME-] - [ME-] - (M
a) aegae yasin ale bazar me: rae, me: rom zirans
aegae saeba bazar me: rae, me: rom. et y
aegae aero:z bazar me: rae, me: rom. zé&ccl
aegae bazar me: rae, me: rom. e 4
aegae me: rae, me: rom.
poae al
gae 12
b) aegae ketab aerzan-aes, xub-aes.
acgae ale ketab aerzan-aes, xub-aes Tnasitiv
aegae Saeba ketab aerzan-aes, xub-aes
aegae aero:z ketab aerzan-aes, xub-aes. gt ya
aegae aerzan-aes, xub-aes, £ge va
%ia¢ sa¢
c) aegae Yasin ale cay me: xaerae, me: xaerom. Ead
aegae saecba cay me: xorae, me: xorom, a0
acgae aero:zcay me xorae, me: Xxorom.
aegae cay me: Xorae, me:Xorom. 3)
aegae cay me: xorae, me: xorom, 2 2l |
o saeb
Note that in the above sentences (1) the verb in both clauses is either transitive/ &2 aero
intransitive or BE; (2) the verb in both clauses is in the present-stem; (3) they 8 aerz.
all take the prefix [ME-]; (4) the obligatory elements in each sentence are /aegae/ e bud,
and the verb; (5) only present.future time expressions are used; and (6) the
speaker is talking in the non-past tense. We will discuss the semantic aspect of ith ags)
the above and other types of sentences in detail later in the paper since the function ie/ ho
and various uses of “IF” clauses in Persian is best understood and explained in
terms of different meanings attached to them by the native speaker. Suffice here .
to say that such construction is used whenever the speaker thinks the action will ‘n_“‘.B b
be most likely to happen. Before we take up the other types of “IF” clauses, we % simple
collapse sentences (a), (b) and (c¢) into one schema. Thus: 1 pres

g




“IF” CLAUSES IN DARI
by
Dr. M. Ehsan Entezar

I always wanted to describe the use and function of “IF” clauses in Dari
(Afghan Persian) for its own sake as a student of linguistics and as a means of
making the teaching of Persian easier and simpler. I have seen that the teaching
as well as the preparation of Dari materials have been confusing and troublesome.
The function of “IF” clauses has been confusing even to the native speakers of
Dari. Thus, for these reasons I was finally, after giving it a great deal of thought
and observing the use of such clauses in various situations by the native speaker,
able to make a careful study of “IF”’clauses in Dari. We shall see that my findings
and description of such clauses are both interesting and very simple to explain
to the native as well as non-native speakers of Dari.

It should be kept in mind that in this paper the Afghan Persian particularly
Kabuli Persian has been studied. The results of this study, however, should not
be too different from such studies in the other major dialects of the language.

I have, in the course of this study, found out that the main reason for misun-
derstanding and confusion of “IF” clauses in Dari has been the fact that one
looks at the data incorrectly. That is to say, one will never find out how such
clauses function in the language if he ignores the underlying forms of these
clauses and instead studies the derivations. One has to, like any description of
the grammar of a language, find the underlying structures first and then compare
them in terms of structure and meaning. We have done this in our present study
of “IF” clauses. We shall see that there are only six basic types of “IF” clauses
with a unique interpretation (semantics) attached to each. Furthermore, we shall
see that we need only to make such important distinctions as past/nonpast, prefix
ME/BO, present/past stem of the very, so that we understand the function of
“IF" clauses in the language. Along with such structural differences we will have
to make semantic distinctions as to the degree of the likelihood of the happening
according to the speaker’s use of each type of structure.
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